
Here is Elliot’s Story...

“Grief has shaped my life in so many ways. I often imagine 
how my life would be different without it. What choices would I 
have made differently? How would my relationships with family 
members be affected? I was seven when my younger sister, 
Abby (5), passed away after a short battle with Leukemia. I was in 
second grade learning to perfect my cursive. I don’t remember 
what day I went back to school after Abby’s funeral. I don’t 
remember any activities we did that day or what my teacher 
said to me. I do remember how scared I was to go back. More 
importantly, I remember that my teacher, Mrs. Calmes, made me 
feel safe and loved once I was there. Going to school didn’t get 
easier in 3rd grade. Or 4th grade. Or 5th grade. Or in middle 
school. Going to school without my sister never got any easier, 
but every step along the way was a supportive teacher who I 
knew I could trust. When I imagine my life without grief, I’m not 
a teacher. Grief has created a lot of obstacles in my life, but has 
without a doubt, provided some positives as well. Grief led me 
down the path to becoming a teacher.

After high school, I was able to attend Cardinal Stritch University 
where I immediately declared an education major. Four years 
of college flew by, and before I knew it, I was a student teacher. 
My experiences quickly confirmed my reasoning of why I had 
chosen to be a teacher in the first place. I was lucky enough to 
find an opening in the Science Department at Kettle Moraine 
High School. I have now worked at KM for six years. 

At the end of summer 2022 
with just a few weeks left before 
professional development days 
began, my cell phone rang. It 
was Superintendent Steve Plum 
letting me know I had won the “6-
12 Educator of the Year Award.” 
I was surprised and absolutely 
honored and humbled to 
receive this award from the 
district. The Educator of the Year 
Award “is awarded to one staff 
member from each level who 
demonstrates high-level teaching skills, student engagement, 
and achievement in student growth and development.” 

In addition to the educator of the year award, I was nominated 
to apply for the Herb Kohl Teacher Fellowship Program. What 
continues to be important is remembering how and why I got 
here, and the impact I can make in kids’ lives every day. School 
will always remind me of the time I missed with my sister Abby, 
but I keep giving back because I know there is always something 
positive that comes from a supportive, safe, loving, teacher; I 
may never know who I impact or how, but it makes it all worth it.”

Elliot is an active, long term volunteer at Camp HOPE and also 
co-facilitates a required annual Equity and Inclusion training for 
all of our volunteer staff.
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My Camp Experience 
By: Brooklyn Miller, Camp HOPE Camper

We Found Each Other
By: Corie Zelazoski, Camp HOPE Volunteer

My name is Brooklyn, I’m 17 years old, and it was my first time 
attending Camp HOPE in October of 2022. 

 I read the description for Camp HOPE and wanted to sign up 
immediately. After my dad died, I developed a lot of irrational 
fears, one of them being 
codependency toward 
my mom. Of course my 
mom worried about how I 
would handle being away 
from her, but she was 
excited for me to have 
this opportunity to learn 
and grow. She always says 
grief is similar to a child. It 
needs consolation, to be 
fed and nurtured, it can be 
background noise that’s 
always there, or it can go 
away for the day or night, 
but it always comes back 
and it’s always with you. It 
belongs to you. 

I was so excited for Camp HOPE, but as the days got closer, I began 
to panic. I was so nervous to leave my mom and even more nervous 
to be around people that despite sharing similar experiences as 
me, I didn’t know. 

We pulled into the camp parking lot and I was still nervous, but as 
soon as I saw Josie, an emotional support dog at the entrance, I 
knew everything was going to be okay. When we were greeted at 
the door, I could just feel the support in the air. There was a room 
full of kids who were just like me, yet all with a different story. It 
was so cool to me how every table had a different age group with 
different decorations, which was so welcoming. I sat down at our 
table and yet again I could feel all kinds of support coming from 
my peers and counselors. I even forgot to pack a couple things and 
was assured by a few staff members not to worry-they had extra of 
everything. 

I enjoyed that not every activity through the weekend directly 
pertained to the grieving process, but we still talked a lot about 
our grief and loved ones who died, which brought us all closer 
together. One of the best parts about Camp HOPE are the meals! 

I’m a picky eater, and it made 
me so happy that there were 
a few different options for 
everyone to eat, a great salad 
bar with every meal, treats, 
juice, and hot cocoa! All of 
our food was fresh and tasty, 
which gave me a sense of 
home. 

Camp HOPE is offered at 
no cost to camper families. 
Losing a loved one is 
extremely difficult and 
grief knows no boundaries, 
especially in terms of 
finances. Had Camp HOPE 
cost my family anything, I 
likely would not have been 

able to attend. Because of all the donors and supporters of Camp 
HOPE, I and so many other children are able to go and feel the love 
and support that is so needed. It is so, so heartwarming that this 
incredible opportunity is available to everyone for no cost. 

Camp HOPE was such a memorable experience and I was so sad 
when I had to go home! I became so close with so many peers and 
counselors in just a day and a half. I had nothing to be scared of 
before going to camp. I loved how Camp HOPE was facilitated by 
adults who have walked similar journeys as I have. I was worried 
that Camp HOPE might be really sad, but they were able to turn 
this into such an uplifting opportunity. Camp HOPE was one of the 
most amazing places I’ve ever had the opportunity to go. When I 
was younger, I would have never imagined coming this far in my 
grief journey. I’m turning 18 in spring. I would love to come back as 
a counselor. I cannot thank Camp HOPE enough and everyone who 
has donated to and supported it. Thank you. 

When you tell people you are excited to 
go to grief camp for the weekend, you 
often get some pretty weird looks. But 
THIS moment is what camp is all about.

I was out for a walk with three of the girls 
from my group and we decided to sit and 
watch the most beautiful sunset over the 
lake. All of us lost our Dads so we took 
some time to share our favorite memories! 

One of the little girls turned to me and 
said, “We lost our Dads, but we found 
each other.”

Spending the weekend with these brave, 
resilient, and energetic little girls filled my 
heart right up. Losing my Dad was one 
of the hardest things I have ever gone 
through, but it also brought my camp 
family into my life. My camp ended with 
one of my girls saying “Bye Corie. Thanks 
for being my friend.”

Alice By: Becky Loy
When Camp HOPE was born after my daughter, her granddaughter died, my mother-in-law 
cried. She loved her granddaughter Sara and her heartache was raw. Alice Loy was a tiny woman 
with a tough exterior but with an even softer inside. She immediately came up with the idea 
that the children of Camp HOPE should have cookies when they arrived, frightened and over-
whelmed. She knew those feelings deeply after seeing so many loved ones die, including three 
husbands. Cookies make people, especially children, feel welcomed. So, she set about making 
cookies, all flavors and varieties, for each Camp weekend. She made sure to put a note on each 
batch as to what could cause an allergic reaction like nuts. She made cookies with faces on them, 
or with candies and fancy icing. She wouldn’t take any compensation for these gems. She and 
her sisters drove the cookies up to Camp, hugging me and wishing me the best experience for 
the campers. For over 20 years, she made cookies, thousands of them. Alice loved those kids, 
those campers. And she loved them the only way she knew how. By baking cookies. Alice made 
Camp HOPE a better place. She is deeply missed.

immediately. After my dad died, I developed a lot of irrational 

Camp HOPE Volunteer Wins Educator of the Year 
By: Vicky Wittman, Camp HOPE Director and Elliot Van Dyke, Camp HOPE Volunteer
One of the main reasons Camp HOPE has become such a caring and healing place is because of the amazing volunteer staff. At 
Camp HOPE, we know that creating a safe, welcoming environment is all about the people who are there to greet our campers upon 
arrival, guide and support them through the weekend and to provide encouragement as they head home. We work hard to ensure 
every staff member has a clean background check, is properly trained in areas of equity, inclusion and diversity, possesses the same 
core values of Camp HOPE and also has a deep, personal understanding of the grieving process. Elliot Van Dyke is just one of many 
special Camp HOPE volunteers.

Elliot with his sister

Elliot Van Dyke

Alice Loy
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Please help us to continue 
providing free services to grieving 
children and their families. 
Remember Camp HOPE with 
your giving. We are a non-profit, 
501(c)3 organization.



THANK YOU
Advocate Aurora Health, Blackbaud Giving Fund,  

Charleston, SC
Al Carrasco, Oakland, CA
Andrew Meyers, Sacramento, CA
Anna Sainski, Bristol, WI
Anthony Mar, Oakland, CA
Audray & Walter Gerber, Plain, WI
Bill Boston, Plover, WI
Bob Furlong, Lemont, IL
Bob & Karen McDonald, Stevens Point, WI
Bonnie Keith, Nokomis, FL
Camp HOPE, Dan Hebert, Roseville, CA
Cara Dowsett, Scandinavia, WI
Cecile Even, Richland Center, WI
Chuck & Sally Litka, Eau Claire, WI
Curtis Hossman, Lodi, WI
Daniel Layton, Prairie Du Sac, WI
Dean Schmidt, Appleton, WI
Debbie Payne, East Troy, WI
Donald Olson, Stevens Point, WI
Donna, Mike, Kristi, Tyler Anderson, Madison, WI
Duane & Beverly Pede, Amherst Jct., WI
Eden Lions Club, Eden, WI
Edwin May, Stevens Point, WI
Eric Ready, Los Gatos, CA
Fran & Bobbie Roman Family Fund, Community 

Foundation of Central WI, Stevens Point, WI
Gerald Ring, Madison, WI
Haertl Monuments, Stevens Point, WI
Hancock Lions, Hancock, WI
Jacqueline Nachreimer, Spring Green, WI
James Everson, Avoca, WI
Jeff Dickmann, Society Insurance Employee 

Matching Program, Fond du Lac, WI
Jennifer Taylor, Windsor, WI
Jewelers Mutual Charitable Giving Fund, Community  

Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, Appleton, WI
Jim & Cynthia Hebert, Oakland, CA
Jim & Kathy Warner, Stevens Point, WI
Joe Zei, Almond, WI
John Miller, Nevada City, CA
John & Sandy Bushman, Wittenberg, WI
June & Eugene Johnson, Stevens Point, WI
KTP Enterprises, Inc., Colgate, WI
Kathleen Borseth, Madison, WI
Kathy Humke, Bill Humke Memorial, Oshkosh, WI
Kehl Family Fund
Kenneth Simmons, Gleason, WI
Kenneth Berkel, Rubicon, WI
Kevin & Jeanne Karch, Custer, WI
Kim Whitmor, Alana Rose Foundation, Sun Prairie, WI
Laura Borges, Pleasanton, CA
Laurel Jaeke, Hartford, WI

Liz Kammer, Plover, WI
LYCON, Inc., Janesville, WI
Marilyn Allen, Stevens Point, WI
Mark Freitas, Oakland, CA
Martha Loy, Madison, WI
Matthew Carrasco, Orinda, CA
Maureen McNulty Panke, St. Paul, MN
Maureen Noteboom, Wausau, WI
Maureen Houlihan, Stevens Point, WI
Maureen Panke, Saint Paul, MN
Meme Jenkins, Washington, IL
Michael Savage, Cedarburg, WI
Mike Schoonveld, Middleton, WI
Molly Vandervelde, Madison, WI
Morgan Washburn, Bel Air, MD
Phil Puerling, Mequon, WI
Rebecca Salversen, Hatley, WI
Richard Ardoin, Oakland, CA
Robert Loback, Mill Valley, CA
Robert Mohr, Milwaukee, WI
Rosalind Boville, Greenfield, WI
Ryan Kraemer, Kraemer Brothers, Plain, WI
Security Health Plan & Carmen Duran, Marshfield, WI
Shari Diehl, Prairie Du Sac, WI
Spoerl Family Memorial Fund, Waupaca, WI
Stephen and Diane Church, Louisville, KY
Stevens Point Area Catholic Cemetery 
 Association, Inc., Stevens Point, WI
Stevens Point Area Co-op, Stevens Point, WI
Stevens Point Junior Woman’s Club, Stevens Point, WI
Susan Balisterri, Elkhart Lake, WI
Takeda Pharmaceuticals, Blackbaud Giving Fund,  
 Charleston, SC
Teresa Lins
The Benevity Community Impace Fund, Newark, DE
Tom & Soni Kraemer, Plain, WI
Tom Curtis, Wisconsin Real Estate Group, Elm Grove, WI
Trent & Amelia Thompson, Waunakee, WI
United Way of Dane County, Madison, WI
Water-Right Charitable Fund, Community Foundation  
 for the Fox Valley Region, Appleton, WI
Waupun Lions Club, Waupun, WI  

IN MEMORY
Charlotte Dischler, Plain, WI, in memory of 
 John Dischler and Jeff Bridgeman
Dale & Jennifer Eaton, Wausau, WI, in memory of
 Emily’s Path
David Mackesey, Diablo, CA, in memory of 
 Dan Hebert
David & Elizabeth Wise, Stevens Point, WI, in memory  
 of Cheryl Karr
Deanna & Valentine Zibung, Oregon, WI, in memory  
 of Bill Humke

Diane Dickinson, Stevens Point, WI, in memory of 
 Gradma DeeDee, Patty Vaux, Lorraine Lund, 
 Tom Kieliszewsla, Tom Grebe, Kathy Lepak, 
 Amy Folz, Todd Oechsner, Dennis King, 
 Jon Krogwold, Joanie Corbin, Lonnie Parker, 
 Jean Sorenson, “Bliss”
Donna Ochsner, Plain, WI, in memory of 
 Aaron Anderson, Bruno Wolff and Glen Brandl
Elvy Weiss, Plain, WI, in memory of Jeff Bridgeman
Frances Milburn, Watertown, WI, in memory of  
 Richard Milburn
Frank Stanislawski, Stevens Point, WI, in memory of  
 Gertrude Alfuth
Gordon Sander, West Allis, WI, in memory of 
 Rosie & Tristan Sander
Herb and Linda Paulus, Plain, WI, in memory of  
 Aaron Anderson, and Lawrence & Kathryn Brechtl
Jackie & Gary Nachreiner, Spring Green, WI, in  
 memory of Tom Kane
James & Marcia Lyons, Columbus, IN, in memory 
 of Brian Leider
Jerry & Mary Lou Baryenbruch, Spring Green, WI, 
 in memory of Jacob Manning
John Bauknecht, Cross Plains, WI, in memory of 
 Mr. Mircea Tanase
Julie & Jerry McLimans, Sauk City, WI, in memory of  
 Randy Boomgarden and Jacob Manning
Karen Alore, Eagle River, WI, in memory of Her  
 children Lauren, Daniel, Timothy, Donna & Krista
Kathy Humke, Oshkosh, WI, in memory of Bill Humke
Lisa Dickmann, Fond du Lac,WI, in memory of  
 Brian, Grandma Grace
Lorraine Steffens, Seymour, WI, in memory of 
 Joe Steffens
Margie Billings, Muscoda, WI, in memory of   
 Braeden Paul Lee Bausch and Jim Imhoff
Melinda Merton Family, Pewaukee, WI, in memory 
 of Mike Merton
Pam Chehade, Spring Green, WI, in memory of  
 Hank Dedrich, Mark Alt, Beth Wankerl, 
 Rob Schurck, Rhiannon Humphries, 
 Polly Ann McGinley, George Buringa, 
 Berniece Murphy, Tom Kane, Jeanne Koller, 
 Carol Olson & Terry Maxwell, Bob Pellett, 
 Bob Dallman
Richard Frame, Fort Atkinson, WI, in memory of 
 Dan Hebert
Rita & Jerry Goddard, Verona, WI, in memory of  
 Shirley Greencheck
Ryan & Susan Burns, Appleton, WI, in memory of  
 My Mom
Sid Frame, Lincoln, CA, in memory of Dan Hebert
Terry and Margie Curtis, LaCrosse, WI, in memory of  
 Tim Curtis

Theresa Dixon, Elm Grove, WI, in memory of   
 Andrew Burgeson, Clay Ball, Aunt Laurie
Tom Curtis, Elm Grove, WI, in memory of   
 Virginia Campion
Tonya Anderson, Spring Green, WI, in memory of  
 Dennis Conger, Aaron Anderson
Vicky Wittman, Appleton, WI, in memory of   
 Joe Steffens
Walt & Audrey Gerber, Plain, WI, in memory of 
 Jeff Bridgeman
Alice Loy Swinehart Memorial:
Allen Ring, Plain, WI 
Art & Shirley Baryenbruch, Spring Green, WI  
Bob & Jean Beckel, Savage, MN 
Bonnie Kraemer & Bob Tague, Madison, WI 
Bruce & Steph Pannkuk, Hillpoint, WI 
Catherine Scheder & Brenda Lackey, Stevens Point, WI 
Charlie & Joanne Loy, Winneconne, WI 
Charlotte Dischler, Plain, WI 
Chris & Darla Schaefer, Franklin, IN
Darrell & Mary Kraemer, Plain, WI 
Dave & Laurie Kallstrom, Mosinee, WI  
Dave & Penny Johnson, Sun Prairie, WI 
Diane Baryenbruch, Spring Green, WI  
Diane & Kevin Kraemer, Plain, WI  
Elvy Weiss Family, Plain, WI 
Ethan & Jan Erdman, Spring Green, WI  
Fred & Carol Hebert, Junction City, WI 
Gary & Donna Gorman, Lone Rock, WI 
Heidi & Shawn Duren, Spring Green, WI  
Herb and Linda Paulus, Plain, WI
Jack & Kay Taylor, Lone Rock, WI 
Jan Tenant, Spring Green, WI
Jane Jones, Tucson, AZ
Jeff & Jean Alt, Spring Green, WI  
Jeff & Michelle Weiss, Spring Green, WI
Jenny & Keith Long, Papillion, NE
Jerry & MaryLou Baryenbruch, Spring Green, WI  
Jill Roisum, Minneapolis, MN 
Jim & Linda Kasukonis, Stevens Point, WI 
Jim & Marie Neider, Plain, WI 
Joan McCauley, Middleton, WI 
John & Dorothy Hill, Waunakee, WI  
Julie & Jerry Mclimans, Sauk City, WI
Kathleen McDonald, Spring Green, WI 
Luanne Dischler, Spring Green, WI  
Margie Billings, Muscoda, WI 
Mark & Carol Scoles, Spring Green, WI  
Mark & Jody Schmitz, McFarland, WI 
Mark & Lori Baryenbruch, Spring Green, WI  
Martha Loy, Madison, WI 
Mary Liegel, Spring Green, WI  
Mary Lee & Larry Anding, Spring Green, WI  
Matt & Jennifer Kraemer, Pickett, WI 

Matt & Vicki Beglinger, Mount Horeb, WI 
Mickey & Irv Snyder, Spring Green, WI  
Mike & Linda Stoddard, Spring Green, WI  
Mingu Ernstmeyer, Reedsburg, WI 
Pam Chehade, Spring Green, WI
Pat Jennings, Arena, WI 
Pat & Sheila Dischler, Oregon, WI 
Ralph & Mary Beth Liegel, Spring Green, WI  
Randy Manning, Spring Green, WI  
Ray & Marcia Ring, Plain, WI 
Rhonda Weiss, Plain, WI 
Sally Scovill, Almond, WI 
Sally Shaffer, Spring Green, WI 
Steve Ensor, Madison, WI  
Steve & Bonnie Richardson, Spring Green, WI 
Steve & Peggy Tenant, Lodi, WI 
Sue & Bill Meise, Spring Green, WI  
Timothy & Cynthia Nelson, Hudson, WI 
Tom & Kathy Kimmerly, Kansas City, MO
Tom & Soni Kraemer, Plain, WI  
UWSP School of Health Sciences & Wellness, 
 Stevens Point, WI 
Verhelst CPA, Oregon, WI 
Wade & Shawn Wacholz, Eden Prairie, MN 
Walt & Audray Gerber, Plain, WI  

IN HONOR OF
James Robertson, Springfield, VA
 in honor of Diane Metzner, Rosalind Boville
Mara, Marcia and Alan Schulman, Bayside, WI
 in honor of Leslie Arnold’s Birthday
Michelle Bjella, East Aurora, NY
 in honor of Louise Pease
Popdot Marketing, Madison, WI
 in honor of Paige
Richard & Patty Schmidt, Kewaskum, WI
 in honor of Rich and Dorothy Leider’s 50th   
 wedding anniversary

SPECIAL APPRECIATION  
FOR OUR FUNDRAISERS
Always In Our Hearts Walk/Run, Inc., East Troy, WI
Camp HOPE Classic Golf Tournament, Stevens Point, WI
Camp HOPE, Dan Hebert, Roseville, CA
Casting For HOPE, Brookfield, WI
District One Brewing & Caufield Goal, Stevens Point, WI
Tin Cup Invitational, Spring Green, WI

A heartfelt thank you to all of our 
anonymous donors.

Amazing • Wonderful • Great • Joy • Strength • Forever • Peace • Sharing

Many of the gifts received were given in tribute and recognition of special individuals. 
All gift tributes are noted by the italicized names after the donor’s name.

Happy To Be Back
By: Vicky Wittman, Camp HOPE Director

Dan Hebert Camp Hope By: Jim Hebert, Camp HOPE Donor

We’re so glad to be back! 
After two years of not 
being able to host our in-
person camps (due to the 
pandemic), we were able 
to welcome new families 
and volunteers to Camp 

HOPE for our Spring and Fall camps. 

Camp HOPE provides a type of space that 
immediately feels safe and welcoming. I heard 
from multiple families that as they were driving 
to the Wisconsin Lions Camp, a sense of 
anxiety flooded over them. They weren’t sure 
if they were ready to attend a bereavement 
camp, a place where they may end up sharing 
their story or let their emotions show. One 
mother said, “I honestly considered telling my 
kids we got lost and we would have to turn 
around and go home.” She continued with 
tears in her eyes, “I don’t know what pushed 
me to keep driving, but I am so glad we’re 
here. It’s been absolutely life changing. This is 
where we needed to be.” 

As we connected, I took a moment of 
mindfulness and noted the tree leaves swaying 
in the warm breeze, an oriole singing in the 
tree above our heads, the smell of campfire, 
the sound of laughing children coming from 
paddle boats on the crystal blue water and a 
small group of adult campers hugging each 
other with yoga mats at hand. This was a very 
good moment to take in, discerning every 
moment at Camp HOPE is just as magical for 
all who attend. 

At Camp HOPE, there is an immediate sense 
of safety, community, support and healing. 
And those feelings continue to grow stronger 
throughout the weekend. Campers who were 
anxious to attend, depart asking when they 
can come back again. 

Two years was a long time to wait. We’re 
so very glad to be back, welcoming more 
families, building memories and changing 
lives. 

There is a grief camp in Northern California 
that is modeled after Camp HOPE in 
Wisconsin. My younger brother, Dan Hebert 
died at age 36 in November 2000. He left 
behind his 32-year-old wife, Lynn and two 
sons, Tanner 5 and Jackson 2.

Dan grew up in Mosinee, Wisconsin, as the 
youngest of six children. He played football, 
basketball, and baseball for Mosinee High 
and then went to UW Eau Claire, where 
he graduated with a business degree. Just 
before his senior year in college, Dan worked 
a summer job in California and lived with me. 
He was hooked on the warm weather and 
sunshine and decided to move to California 
once he graduated in 1986.  

Dan started dating Lynn Frame at a family 
wedding in 1991 and they were married two 
years later. They were very happily raising 
two little boys, when Dan, in February 
2000, experienced some chest pain, while 
making a sales call at a hospital in Southern 
California.  Dan told his sales representative 
to proceed with the sales call, while he 
went to the ER to “check out this pain”. He 
thought he might be having a heart attack. 
The doctor did a blood draw and noticed 
Dan’s white blood cell count was very high. 
That initial visit began a medical journey to 
fight a rare form of blood cancer.  No one 
wants to hear a doctor say those two words 
in the same sentence: rare and cancer. Dan 
went through chemotherapy, radiation, and 
a stem cell transplant, before he died in 
November 2000.

Lynn and Tanner were struggling with the 
sudden loss of Dan, with Jackson being too 
young to remember his dad.  My brother Fred 
had been a counselor at Camp HOPE and 
suggested Lynn and Tanner would benefit 
by attending.  Lynn and Tanner flew back to 
Wisconsin and had a wonderful experience 
at a winter camp. Tanner was able to ask 

the doctor “How come the doctors couldn’t 
fix my daddy’s sick blood?” Answers to 
this question and much more really helped 
Tanner deal with the loss of his father.

Lynn told me that she wanted to start a 
Camp HOPE in California and help her boys 
and other children in the area, experiencing 
the death of a loved one. Lynn and I went 
as counselors to a spring camp at Camp 
HOPE Wisconsin and based on the same 
principles, formed Dan Hebert Camp HOPE 
in 2004. Lynn coordinated 2-3 weekend 
grief camps each year through 2019. Tanner 
and Jackson were campers and counselors 
at these camps. More than 1,500 children 
attended Dan Hebert Camp HOPE and 
many grief stories were shared and memory 
boxes created. The children learned they 
were not alone in their grief and it was okay 
to move forward and have fun. Then, COVID 
hit and no camps were held in 2000.

COVID was not the only culprit in this story. 
Lynn was becoming more forgetful… and 
was diagnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s 
disease in November 2019. Therefore, there 
will be no more weekend camps for Dan 
Hebert Camp HOPE. 

On the bright side, Dan Hebert Camp HOPE 
has been very successful, raising money 
for children’s grief camps and has established 
a sizable cash reserve to contribute to 
charitable causes in the future; doing so, 
allows us to honor both Lynn and Dan. A 
$25,000 donation was made to Camp HOPE 
Wisconsin in 2022.

There are many worthy causes, which warrant 
charitable donations. Most people find 
charities that match their personal stories 
and passions. My passions are children and 
education; those are the causes I support. 
Camp HOPE Wisconsin is a perfect fit.   

— Jim Hebert


